STATEMENT OF PURPOSE
RS22766

Increasingly, state governments are publishing laws, statutes, agency rules, and court rules and
decisions online. In some states, important state-level legal material is no longer published in
books, but is only available online. While electronic publication of legal material has facilitated
public access to the material, it has also raised concerns. Is the legal material official, authentic,
government data that has not been altered? For the long term, how will this electronic legal material
be preserved? How will the public access the material 10, 50, or 100 years from now? The
Uniform Electronic Legal Material Act (UELMA) provides an outcomes-based approach to the
authentication and preservation of electronic legal material. The goals of the authentication and
preservation program outlined in the Act are to enable end-users to verify the trustworthiness of
the legal material they are using and to provide a framework for states to preserve legal material in
perpetuity in a manner that allows for permanent access.

FISCAL NOTE

There will be no impact on the state's general fund.
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